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!e Books of Second and !ird John are the two shortest books in the New Testament. 
!ese epistles are sometimes called “postcard epistles” because they are so short they would 
have been easily situated on one small piece of papyrus. Like First John, these two letters 
contain similar encouragement for the churches. !e issue of false teaching was prominent 
in the region of Asia where John was and where his letters reminded the believers once 
again that Jesus Christ lived and gave His life for people.  

John was excited that the people were following God and living in the truth of Jesus’ 
resurrection. John reminded the people to walk in love. !e love John talked about was 
displayed when someone followed the commands of God. Believers had, over time, learned 
to rely on the Holy Spirit to guide their actions and help convict them when they sinned. 
By learning this truth, the people could now live in such a way that they would confidently 
know the truth and walk in it. Walking in truth brought joy and excitement to follow God. 

John warned of the false teachers that had infiltrated the church. John helped the 
members of the church recall that the teachings being presented as truth by these teachers, 
were, in fact, heresies, and the church needed to shun those teachings. John taught that the 
heresies were dangerous, not only to the Christian faith, but to those who were teaching 
them. John reminded the church that these teachers were saying that Jesus Christ had 
not come in the flesh, He had only appeared to be in the flesh. !ese teachings went 
against everything the believers, and John himself, knew to be true. John had the unique 
advantage of knowing and serving alongside the man, Jesus, whom John knew to be the 
Messiah. John’s firsthand account could not be dismissed. By sharing his personal account 
with others, John knew that the church—then and now—would be encouraged to know 
that as believers, we must do what is good and walk in the truth of Jesus Christ. 
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BIBLE STORY

EXPLORE THE  
BIBLE AT HOME
See the Printables for 
additional family resources.

LETTERS FROM JOHN, THE ELDER
2 John; 3 John

John, the beloved disciple, wrote two more letters to believers that we have 
in our Bibles. John wrote truths that we can learn from too. 

“I am happy to hear the you are walking in truth. But I will remind you 
that we should love one another. Love is when we obey God’s commands. 
Remember, walk in love. 

“Beware of people who teach things that do not agree with Jesus.

“I have heard that you are walking in truth. My greatest joy comes when I 
hear believers are walking in truth.

“Remember we should help those who walk in truth. Do not do what is evil. 
Do what is good.” 

KEY POINTS   
• John wrote letters to help churches and their leaders follow Jesus better.
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BIBLE STUDY

TOOLS:
• Jump In: “2 John” and 

“3 John” (Books of the Bible 
Posters), “Terrace Houses” 
(Slides), Bible Timeline for 
Kids

• Examine the Text: Bibles, 
“Text Truth Strips (Poster 
Pack)

• Play the Video: Explore the 
Bible on Location video

• Memory Verse: index cards, 
marker, “2 John 1:6” 
(Poster Pack)

• Prayer: “Christ in Context: 
2 John” and “Christ in 
Context: 3 John” (Poster 
Pack), Family Cards

BIBLE STUDY (35 MINUTES)

JUMP IN 
• Welcome: “Welcome back! Last week, we studied a book in the New 

Testament. Who can remember the name of that book? !at’s right! Last 
week, we studied the Book of 1 John. !ere are 3 letters that John wrote. 
Today, we are going to be learning from 2 John and 3 John.”

• Display the timeline and help kids note the Bible book studied last week 
(1 John) and today’s Bible books (2 John and 3 John).

• Challenge girls and boys to line up, tallest to shortest. 
• Continue: “Who is the tallest kid in our group? Who is the shortest kid in 

our group? Isn’t it great that God made us all di"erent? !e books of the 
Bible are the same way. Some are short and some are long. Did you know 
that 3 John is the shortest book in the Bible? Our ‘3 John’ poster tells 
us that 3 John has just one chapter with 15 verses (CSB, ESV; 14 verses in 
KJV, NIV) and less than 300 words. 2 John also has one chapter. It has 
13 verses (CSB, ESV, KJV, NIV) and a little more than 200 words.” 

• Display the “Terrace Houses” image.
• Say: “!e early church did not have church buildings like we do today. 

!ey often met in people’s houses. In some countries churches meet in 
people’s houses, even today!”

• Continue: “!e Books of 2 John and 3 John were written to a Christian 
woman (or congregation) and a man in Asia. !ese people probably met 
in a house for church. John wrote to remind the believers to love God 
and to obey Him. We should share God’s love by loving one another. We 
should walk in truth. When we do this, we live in a way that honors 
and pleases God. Let’s learn more!”

EXAMINE THE TEXT
• Begin: “!e Books of 2 John and 3 John are letters that John wrote to 

some believers in the church. I need someone to read some verses for me. 
Who would like to read a verse?”

• Allow a few volunteers to read 2 John 1:5-6; 3 John 1:11.
• Ask: “What does God tell us that we all should do?” (Love one another.) 

“How do we love others? What are some of the things we can do for 
others to show God’s love?” (Possible answers: serve others, talk to a sad 
friend, listen to our parents)

• Continue: “God reminds us to follow what is good and true. Sometimes, 
people share things that are not true. We should always go to the Bible 
for help. We can also ask a pastor or leader at our church to help explain 
things to us from the Bible.”

• Tell the remainder of the story in your own words, using the Bible story 
page as a guide.

• Display the “Text Truth Strip.”
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BIBLE STUDY

• Conclude: “When we love God, we obey His commands. !e Bible tells us 
how God wants us to live. When we walk in truth, we are living in a way 
that honors and pleases God. We should walk in truth. !is is our Text 
Truth this week. Can you say that with me? We should walk in truth.” 

PLAY THE VIDEO
• Play the Session 11 video.
• Ask: “Where did Joel travel to in today’s adventure? What is important 

for a building to stay strong and last? What foundation can we build our 
lives on?”

MEMORY VERSE
 � Create 3 sets of verse cards. Display the “2 John 1:6” poster. 

• Say the verse in short segments and ask your kids to repeat after you.
• Place the sets of mixed up verse cards facedown on the floor on one side 

of the playing area. 
• Form 3 groups. Guide groups to take turns racing across the room to 

collect each card for their group to assemble in order. Encourage boys and 
girls to use the “2 John 1:6” poster for help. 

• Mix up the cards again, place them facedown and play again as time 
allows. Repeat the verse together between each round.

PRAYER
• Display the “Christ in Context: 2 John” and the “Christ in Context: 

3 John” posters, and read for kids how the Books of 2 John and 3 John 
teach us about Jesus.

• Distribute a Family Card to each kid.
• Say: “God commands us all to love others. When we love others, we 

are sharing God’s love. Our world teaches us di"erent things than the 
Bible. God’s Word is always true. If we ever have questions about what 
God desires, we should always come to the Bible. If we don’t understand 
something, we can ask an adult at church for help. We should walk in 
truth. When we walk in truth, we are living in a way that honors and 
pleases God.”

• Pray.
• Dismiss to Small Group.
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SMALL GROUP

FOLLOW THE LINE
Tools: sidewalk chalk

• Draw a line for children to follow on a sidewalk or safe, unused parking lot. Make a course as complicated as 

you think the group can handle using curvy, straight, or zigzag lines. Lead children to take turns racing around 

the course. 
• Change it up: Call for children to skip through the course, hop on one foot, bounce, and so forth.

• Say: “There were people trying to cause problems for the believers in Asia. John wrote a letter as a reminder 

that we should walk in truth. When we love God, we can follow the “line” He has for our life. We can obey His 

commands. We can love one another. When we do these things we are living in a way that honors and pleases 

God.”

TOOLS:
• Explorer Guides: Bibles, 

Explorer Guides, pens

SMALL GROUP (30 MINUTES)

EXPLORER GUIDES
• Distribute Explorer Guides and assist boys and girls in locating today’s 

pages.
• Review today’s object the “Terrace Houses.” 
• Help kids identify the first letter of each word in the activity, “Walking in 

Truth.” (Answer: living in a way that honors and pleases God)
• Invite a volunteer to read “!e Greatest Commands.”
• Choose a few volunteers to read “E-Mail, Snail Mail, Relay Mail?!”
• Guide kids to quietly write their answers in “How Can I Walk in Truth?”

TECH CONNECT (OPTIONAL)
• Prior to Small Group, download the LifeWay Kids app. Use the activity 

labeled “Explorer Plus” in the Explore the Bible: Kids section of the app.

ACTIVITIES
• Select one or more of the activities to complete as time allows. 

MOVE
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LETTERS FROM JOHN, 

THE ELDER
WE SHOULD WALK IN TRUTH.

THE GREATEST 
COMMANDS

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
2 JOHN; 3 JOHN 

MEMORY VERSE: 
2 JOHN 1:6

E-MAIL, SNAIL MAIL, RELAY MAIL?!
A private currier named Demetrius delivered John’s epistle.

In addition to private curriers, people in the Roman Empire could send letters 
through the cursus publicus. This “public course” featured relay stations that 
allowed curriers to pass messages across 150 miles in just 24 hours!

HOW CAN I WALK IN TRUTH?
ON EACH FOOTPRINT, 

WRITE ONE WAY YOU CAN 
WALK IN TRUTH THIS 

WEEK.

JESUS SAID THE GREATEST COMMANDS 

ARE TO LOVE GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART 

AND TO LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS  

YOURSELF. THE BOOK OF 2 JOHN REMINDS 

CHRISTIANS OF THESE COMMANDS.

THIS PAINTING SHOWS 
MOSES HOLDING THE 
TABLETS WITH THE 10 
COMMANDMENTS. THE 
10 COMMANDMENTS 
ARE SUMMARIZED 
BY LOVING GOD AND 
LOVING OTHERS.
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WE SHOULD WALK IN TRUTH. WALKING IN TRUTH

Terrace houses were built into the 
sloping hills in ancient EPHESUS. 
These two-story houses were made 
of stone and several of them 
had courtyards, living rooms, 
bathtubs, and mosaic tile floors. 
And though these houses are more 
than 2,000 YEARS OLD, they were 
equipped with running water and 
warm air that came in through 
underground clay pipes.
 
As you examine these old houses, 
think about the people who lived 
in them. Bible scholars believe that 
the BOOK OF 2 JOHN was written 
to early Christians who may have 
met in houses like these.

John wanted the church to walk in truth. What does that mean? 
Write the first letter of each word pictured to discover the answer.

____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ 

     

____ ____ 

 

____
 

____ ____ ____

  

____ ____ ____ ____ 

   

____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ 

      

____ ____ ____

  

____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____

      

____ ____ ____

  

TERRACE 
HOUSES
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