
FOR THE 
LEADER

A M!""#$! %& S!'!( C)*+,)!"
Revelation 1–3

In addition to his Gospel and letters, John, the apostle, is the author of !e Book of 
Revelation. !e Book of Revelation is a message of hope for the future when Christ will 
come again and reign forever. !e opening paragraph of the book identifies this letter as 
a revelation of Jesus Christ. !is book, like others in the Bible, is all about Jesus Christ. 
John, at the time of writing, was exiled on the island of Patmos. John’s vision was one 
of encouragement. !e first few chapters helped identify some of the shortcomings the 
churches in Asia were experiencing. !ese chapters include messages to seven churches. 

John’s vision started with his seeing the risen Christ coming in power and 
righteousness. Christ gave John a message to share with the seven churches in Asia. !e 
message to the seven churches parallels ways that believers today should be living in order 
to honor God. !e churches in Asia were Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, !yatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia, and Laodicea. 

Specifically, the churches in Ephesus, Pergamum and !yatira were warned to return to 
their first love—God. Unfortunately, these churches had begun to listen to false teachings 
and Jesus wanted them to return to loving only Him.   

Another constant struggle for the churches was rampant persecution they faced 
because of their faith and preaching. !e churches in Smyrna and Philadelphia were all 
under attack, but the message John shared encouraged their continued commitment to 
God who would one day bring rescue.

!e Lord’s messages to Sardis and Laodicea are harsh and biting. Sardis thought 
they were alive, but they were seen as dead. A return to faithfulness would correct their 
dangerous drift. Laodicea was said to be lukewarm, neither hot nor cold. !is did not please 
the Lord who wanted them to be one or the other. John encouraged this church to choose 
faithfulness so they too could live with God forever.
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BIBLE STORY

EXPLORE THE  
BIBLE AT HOME
See the Printables for 
additional family resources.

A MESSAGE TO SEVEN CHURCHES
Revelation 1–3

John had been sent away to the island of Patmos because he had been 
telling people about Jesus. While John was on Patmos, he had a vision. 
Jesus told him to write seven special messages to seven churches. !e 
seven churches were: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, !yatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia, and Laodicea. Jesus had a unique message for each church. 

John warned the church of Ephesus that they needed to return to their 
first love—God. Smyrna had su"ered many di#cult things and John 
encouraged the church to endure to experience victory. 

!e church in Pergamum had listened to false teachers. !ey were warned 
to ask God for forgiveness and resist sin. !yatira was growing and doing 
many things well. John warned the church not to stray away from God. 

Sardis was warned that they needed to repent and pay attention to God. 
A few of the people had remained faithful, but not many. !e church in 
Philadelphia was praised for obeying God. God promised they would be 
protected during a di#cult time that was coming. 

Last, John recorded a message to the church in Laodicea. Jesus told the 
church that they were not hot and they were not cold. !ey were lukewarm. 
Jesus said He would spit them out. !e church needed to be committed to 
God again. 

John recorded Jesus’ message to each church. Jesus wanted the churches to 
listen to Him and obey His commands. If they did, God would help them 
overcome sin and trouble. 

KEY POINTS   
• John, while in exile, received a vision from Jesus.
• !e vision included unique messages to seven particular churches.
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BIBLE STUDY

TOOLS:
• Jump In: Bible Timeline for 

Kids, “Revelation” (Books 
of the Bible Posters), “Map 
of the Seven Churches” 
(Slides)

• Examine the Text: Bibles, 
“Text Truth Strips” (Poster 
Pack)

• Play the Video: Explore the 
Bible on Location video

• Memory Verse: 
“Revelation 1:8” (Poster 
Pack), large size 24-piece 
puzzle, permanent marker

• Prayer: Family Cards

BIBLE STUDY (35 MINUTES)

JUMP IN 
• Begin: “Welcome back to another great week of Explore the Bible. We are 

almost at the end of our unit. Let’s look back at all the Bible books we 
have explored this quarter.” 

• Using the timeline recap all the books of the Bible that you have studied 
so far. (Ezra, Nehemiah, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, 
1 John, 2 John, 3 John)

• Continue: “!is week, we are going to learn from Revelation. Who can 
tell me something about Revelation? (Allow children to respond.) Let’s look 
at our ‘Revelation’ poster. It says that Jesus is coming again and in the 
end, God wins. !is book is a book of Prophecy. It is the only one in the 
New Testament. Revelation is the last book of the Bible.”

• Display the “Map of the Seven Churches” image.
• Continue: “Today’s Scripture tells us about seven messages that John 

wrote to seven churches in Asia. Our image shows us where the churches 
were located. Let’s learn more!” 

EXAMINE THE TEXT
• Say: “Let’s take our Bibles and find Revelation. Remember, it is found in 

the New Testament and is the last book of the Bible.” Assist as needed.
• Ask: “Who would like to read some verses for me?” Choose four kids to 

read: Revelation 1:17-19; 2:4-5,29; 3:19.
• Ask: “Who told John to write the Book of Revelation? Who is the Living 

One?” (Jesus)
• Ask: “What did Jesus ask the people to do in these verses?” (repent and 

return to God, listen and obey, be passionate about their faith) “One of the 
churches had gone away from God. John reminded them that they 
needed to return to their first love—God! Sometimes, we stray from 
God, but He always wants us to return to Him. God wants us to listen 
and to obey Him. !is truth is repeated many times. We should not just 
read God’s Word, we should live out God’s Word. God wants us to be 
passionate about our faith. God wants us to be committed to our faith. 
We all should live our lives the way God wants us to live.”

• Tell the remainder of the story in your own words, using the Bible story 
page as a guide.

• Display the “Text Truth Strip.”
• Conclude: “Some of the churches had strayed from their faith—some 

were going through some rough times, while others were just going 
through the motions. We can experience these same things. God can 
help us in any situation. God can help us overcome sin and trouble. 
Let’s all say that together! God can help us overcome sin and trouble.” 
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BIBLE STUDY

PLAY THE VIDEO
• Play the Session 12 video.
• Ask: “What type of obstacles did Joel work to overcome? What type of 

obstacles was the early church facing?” (Possible Answers: false teachers, 
persecution, bad attitudes) “Who can help us overcome sin and trouble?”

MEMORY VERSE
 � Write the words of today’s Memory Verse on the back side of a large 24-piece 
puzzle. 

• Display the “Revelation 1:8” poster on a focal wall. 
• Say the verse in short segments and instruct your kids to repeat it after 

you. 
• Invite kids to work together to put the puzzle together and have a 

volunteer read the verse. Take the puzzle apart and play again. 
• Optional: 1. Hide the pieces and lead children to search for the puzzle. 

2. Prepare several puzzles and form smaller groups.

PRAYER
• Distribute a Family Card to each kid.
• Say: “Today, we learned from Scripture that Jesus has always been and 

will always be. He will return one day. He warned the churches that if 
they had gone away from Him, they should return and repent. He told 
them to keep doing their good works. He reminded them to listen and to 
obey His instructions. He told them to be passionate with their faith.” 

• Conclude: “God wants the same from us. Even after we are saved, we 
make bad choices. But, God wants us to return to Him. He wants us 
to admit our sin and to return to living our life for Him. God wants 
us to listen to His Word. He doesn’t just want us to read His Word, He 
wants us to live out His Word. God wants us to be passionate and to be 
dedicated to serving Him. We will all face di"cult situations. God can 
help us in any of those situations. God can help us overcome sin and 
trouble.”

• Pray.
• Dismiss to Small Groups.
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SMALL GROUP

HOT AND COLD
Tools: “Hot Cold” (Printables), scissors, Bibles

 � Cut out the heart shapes and hide the hearts around the room. For larger groups, print off multiple sets.

• Allow one child to search for a heart. Say “Hot” or “Cold” depending on if the child is close to a heart or not. 

Continue play with the other kids until all the hearts are found. Ask girls and boys to search for the Scripture 

reference in their Bibles. Discuss what message God had for the churches. 

• Say: “God warned the church of Laodicea that they were ‘lukewarm’ in their faith. This means they were just 

going through the motions. God does not want this kind of worship from us. We all can fall away from God’s 

commands, but God is always there to help us in any situation. God can help us overcome sin and trouble. 

God wants us to be passionate about our faith and live it out for others to see!”

TOOLS:
• Explorer Guides: Bibles, 

Explorer Guides, pens

SMALL GROUP (30 MINUTES)

EXPLORER GUIDES
• Distribute Explorer Guides and help girls and boys find today’s pages.
• Help kids review today’s Bible story by using their Bibles to complete each 

church’s name in “Missing Letters.” (Answers: Sardis, Laodicea, Smyrna, 
Ephesus, !yatira, Pergamum, Philadelphia)

• Lead kids to examine today’s object, the “Map of the 7 Churches.”
• Select a volunteer to read “Column From Laodicea.”
• Invite another volunteer to read “Let Everyone With Ears Listen.”
• Assist boys and girls in applying today’s Bible truths to their lives in “My 

Day.” 

TECH CONNECT (OPTIONAL)
• Prior to Small Group, download the LifeWay Kids app. Use the activity 

labeled “Explorer Plus” in the Explore the Bible: Kids section of the app.

ACTIVITIES
• Select one or more of the activities to complete as time allows. 

MOVE
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A MESSAGE 
TO SEVEN CHURCHES
GOD CAN HELP US OVERCOME SIN AND TROUBLE.

MISSING LETTERS

COLUMN FROM LAODICEA

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
REVELATION 1—3 

MEMORY VERSE: 
REVELATION 1:8

“LET EVERYONE WITH EARS LISTEN”
In his letters to the churches, John challenged everyone with ears to listen to what God was telling them. 
So how do ears work, anyway?

Sound travels through the air into the inner ear

Tiny hairs in your ear are triggered 
by the sound waves

The cells in the hairs trigger chemicals that 
are sent to the brain as nerve impulses

The brain makes sense of the nerve 
impulses, translating sound waves into 
information you can understand

SOME OF THE LETTERS 
ARE MISSING FROM THE 
NAMES OF THE SEVEN 
CHURCHES FROM 
TODAY’S BIBLE STORY. 

USE YOUR BIBLE FOR 
HELP FILLING IN THE 
MISSING LETTERS.

S A  ____  D I  ____  
L A  ____  D I C  ____   ____  

  ____  M Y R  ____  A
E  ____  H E S  ____  S 

T H  ____  A T I R  ____  
P E R  ____   ____  M U M

____  H I L  ____  D E L  ____  H I A

THE CHURCH IN THE WEALTHY CITY OF LAODICEA IS TALKED ABOUT IN 
THE BOOK OF REVELATION. THIS COLUMN WAS DISCOVERED IN SOME 
LAODICEAN RUINS.
 
LOOK CLOSELY. CAN YOU FIND THE CROSS, MENORAH, AND SHOFAR? 
THESE CARVINGS SHOW HOW THE CHURCH IN LAODICEA PROBABLY 
GREW OUT OF THE CITY’S SYNAGOGUE.
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GOD CAN HELP US OVERCOME SIN AND TROUBLE.

MY DAY

John writes Revelation
encouraging Christians

to remain faithful.
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CHURCHES OF THE
REVELATION

City

Cities of the Seven Churches

Major road 

REV. 2–3
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MAP OF THE 

7 CHURCHES

When John was exiled to the island of 
Patmos, he had a vision. In this vision, 
Jesus told John to write SEVEN MESSAGES 
TO SEVEN CHURCHES. Jesus had a unique 
message for each church. He wanted the 
churches to overcome their troubles and 
obey His commands.
 
This map shows the locations 
of each of these churches. 
See if you can find them all: 
Ephesus, Laodicea, Pergamum, 
Philadelphia, Sardis, Smyrna, 
and Thyatira.

This is a reconstruction of the altar in 

Pergamum, one of the 7 churches.

God has always existed, He 
exists right now, and He will 
always exist. That means that 
God will always be with His 
followers! Next to each time 
of day, write something you 
will do or where you will be 
at that time. As you write, 
think about John’s message 
that God is always with His 
followers and will help them 
resist sin when they ask Him.

BEFORE BREAKFAST:

AFTER BREAKFAST:

LUNCH TIME:

AFTERNOON:

AFTER DINNER:
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