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Malachi

!e Book of Malachi is the last book in the Old Testament. !is book records the end of 
God’s communication between the Old Testament prophets and the birth of Jesus Christ 
nearly 400 years later. !e time between the Old and New Testaments saw no revelation of 
God to the people through human prophets. !e name Malachi means “My messenger,” and 
this book focuses on the message Malachi delivered. 

Malachi’s prophecy came at the latter end of the fifth century BC when Persia still 
ruled the ancient near east and the exiles had returned from Babylon. Temple worship had 
been restored and excitement likely abounded in Judah. It appears from the text that while 
the people had returned to their temple worship, they were again beginning to drift into 
rote worship and deteriorating moral obedience. !e themes of Malachi’s preaching suggest 
the people had again been intermarrying with pagan residents of Jerusalem, and failing to 
bring tithes for God. !is led to significant inflation which greatly hurt the economy. 

Malachi methodically approached the people with a well-planned attack. !e prophet 
began by identifying the people’s sin, often using their own words against them. !e priests 
had failed the people and led them to view the Lord as something other than the one 
true God, worthy of honor and respect. After identifying their sin, Malachi led the people 
to obey his message and turn from their sin and follow God. !ird, Malachi warned of 
coming judgment for those who did not completely follow God. !is word, not far removed 
from the return from the exile, should have awakened the people to the dangerous habit 
of sin. Finally Malachi o"ered hope for the future. Malachi reminded the people of God’s 
faithfulness in leading them out of exile, and encouraged them to look forward to a future 
blessing. 
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BIBLE STORY

EXPLORE THE  
BIBLE AT HOME
See the Printables for 
additional family resources.

MALACHI, PROPHET TO THE 
REMNANT OF JUDAH
Malachi

God’s people once again struggled to obey God. !ey were enduring tough 
times. But instead of trusting God, the people had bad attitudes. Malachi 
was sent by God to give the people a message. 

God loved His people, but the people had forgotten about all of the ways 
God had cared for them in the past. 

!e priests o"ered bad sacrifices to God. !ey didn’t care about doing what 
was right. !ey brought sacrifices to God that they would not dare give to 
their earthly rulers. 

God told the people, “My name will be great among the nations, from the 
rising of the sun to its setting. Pure o"erings will be given in my name 
because my name will be great among the nations.” 

God is a great King who should be respected and honored. God reminded 
the priests of His covenant with them. God warned the priests that they 
would have serious consequences if they did not start to honor and obey 
Him. 

!e people were not giving o"ering and tithes to God as they should. God 
told them, “Return to me and I will return to you. Bring your tithes and see 
if I will not bless you. A day is coming when those who fear My name will 
see righteousness rise like the sun with healing for My people.” 

God had not forgotten His people. Malachi reminded the people to be 
faithful to God. !e people should worship God with the right attitude. 
!ey should love and honor God. 

KEY POINTS   
• God wants His people to worship Him with the right attitude.
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BIBLE STUDY

TOOLS:
• Jump In: “Malachi” (Books 

of the Bible Posters), “Sun 
Mural” (Slides)

• Examine the Text: Bibles, 
“Text Truth Strips” and 
“Christ in Context: Malachi” 
(Poster Pack)

• Play the Video: Explore the 
Bible on Location video

• Memory Verse: 
“Psalm 113:3” (Poster 
Pack)

• Prayer: Family Cards

BIBLE STUDY (35 MINUTES)

JUMP IN 
• Welcome: “Welcome back to another week of Explore the Bible. We 

have been learning from so many of the Minor Prophets. Let’s say all 
the books of the Minor Prophets together. Let’s see if we can say all the 
books of the Old Testament.” Help kids recite Genesis–Malachi.

• Display the “Malachi” poster.
• Continue: “Today, we are going to learn from the Book of Malachi. 

Malachi is the last book of the Old Testament. Our ‘Malachi’ poster says 
that Malachi was written because God wanted the right worship actions 
with the right worship attitude. !e people were not honoring God with 
their worship.”

• Display the “Sun Mural” image.
• Continue: “Our Memory Verse this week says, that God’s name should 

be praised from the rising of the sun until the sun sets. We should praise 
God all day (and all night). Our image this week reminds us that we 
should worship God with respect and honor. !e people of Israel were not 
doing this. Let’s learn more!”

EXAMINE THE TEXT
• Display the “Christ in Context: Malachi” poster and read for kids how the 

Book of Malachi teaches us about Jesus.
• Begin: “Let’s take our Bibles and find the Book of Malachi. Remember, it 

is the last book of the Old Testament. Don’t forget that you can use the 
table of contents to help you find the book.” Assist as needed. “I need a 
few volunteers to read verses for me. Would anyone like to read a verse?”

• Ask volunteers to read Malachi 1:8,10,13.
• Ask: “What were the people doing wrong?” (!ey were sacrificing stolen or 

sick animals.) “Did this make God happy?” (No, God was not happy with the 
way the people were worshiping Him.)

• Continue: “Before Jesus, the people would sacrifice an animal as a form 
of worship to God. !e animal was supposed to be healthy and without 
any problems. !e people were sacrificing animals that were sick or 
animals that didn’t belong to them. God doesn’t want us to worship Him 
because we have to worship Him, but because we want to worship Him.”

• Tell the remainder of the story in your own words, using the Bible story 
page as a guide.

• Display the “Text Truth Strip.”
• Conclude: “Our Text Truth says that we should worship God with 

respect and honor. God wanted true worship from the Israelites. God 
wants true worship from us. We can do that by reading our Bible without 
being distracted by the TV or a game. We can pay attention in church and 
do our best to listen to the sermon. We can sing for God with our best 
voices instead of talking to our friends. We can worship God with respect 
and honor when we do these things.”
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BIBLE STUDY

PLAY THE VIDEO
• Play the Session 9 video.
• Ask: “Who was Joel trying to honor in his adventures today? What was 

Malachi’s message to the Israelites? How can we give God the honor He 
deserves?” 

MEMORY VERSE
• Display the “Psalm 113:3” poster on a focal wall. 
• Ask boys and girls to form a circle and sit down on the floor. Say the 

verse in short segments and ask kids to repeat it after you. 
• Whisper the verse into the ear of the child to your right. Ask the child to 

repeat the verse into the next child’s ear. Continue around the circle until 
the last child repeats the verse into your ear. 

• Encourage boys and girls to use the “Psalm 113:3” poster for help. 
• Repeat the verse as a group to complete the activity.  

PRAYER
• Distribute a Family Card to each kid.
• Say: “Malachi warned the people that they were not worshiping God the 

right way. Because of Jesus, we no longer sacrifice animals. However, God 
still desires true worship from us. We can worship God by reading our 
Bibles, listening to Bible stories, singing, and praying. God wants us to be 
free from distractions. !is means, He wants us to not be looking at our 
phones or talking to our friends. God doesn’t want us to worship Him 
because we have to worship Him. God wants us to worship Him because 
we want to worship Him. We should worship God with respect and 
honor.”

• Pray.
• Dismiss to Small Group.
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SMALL GROUP

ANIMAL RELAY
Tools: small stu"ed animals or small plastic animals, 4 large plastic hoops

• Place 2 large plastic hoops at one end of the playing area. Put an equal number of stuffed animals inside the 

2 hoops. Place the 2 other large plastic hoops on the opposite side. Assist kids in forming 2 groups. Instruct 

kids that they will run down to their team’s large plastic hoop and scoop up one animal and bring it back to 

their other hoop. The first group to gather all their animals into their second hoop wins. 

• Change it up: Guide children to do a round skipping, walking backwards, crawling, duck walking from one 

hoop and back. 
• Say: “The people did not have the right attitude of worship toward God. They were sacrificing stolen or sick 

animals. This made God angry. He did not accept their sacrifices. God wants us to worship with the right 

attitude as well. When we are not distracted from our worship, we can give true worship to God. We should 

worship God with respect and honor.”

TOOLS:
• Explorer Guides: Bibles, 

Explorer Guides, pens

SMALL GROUP (30 MINUTES)

EXPLORER GUIDES
• Distribute Explorer Guides and help kids locate today’s pages.
• Direct boys and girls to review the last five weeks by completing the 

activity, “Prophet Review.” (Answers: Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, 
Zechariah, Malachi)

• Invite volunteers to read aloud the various facts in “All About the Sun.”
• Review today’s object, “!e Sun.” Help kids locate today’s Memory Verse, 

Psalm 113:3, in their own Bibles.
• Select another kid to read “What Is Worship?”
• Conclude by guiding kids to solve the “Reasons to Worship.” (Answers: 

worthy, love, good, Jesus, refuge)

TECH CONNECT (OPTIONAL)
• Prior to Small Group, download the LifeWay Kids app. Use the activity 

labeled “Explorer Plus” in the Explore the Bible: Kids section of the app.

ACTIVITIES
• Select one or more of the activities to complete as time allows. 

MOVE

75Session 9: Malachi, Prophet to the Remnant of Judah
© 2020 LifeWay© 2020 LifeWay

Kari Johnson



MALACHI, PROPHET 
TO THE REMNANT OF JUDAH

WE SHOULD WORSHIP GOD WITH RESPECT AND HONOR.

THE
SUN

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
MALACHI 

MEMORY VERSE: 
PSALM 113:3

REASONS TO 
WORSHIP

When you look at this mural, the first thing you 
probably notice is the big, beautiful sun and 
its giant rays. A Norwegian artist named 
EDVARD MUNCH created this mural in 
1909. Can you guess what it’s called?
 
THAT’S RIGHT! IT’S CALLED “THE SUN!”
 
PSALM 113 says, “From the rising of 
the sun to its setting, let the name of 
the Lord be praised.” When you see the 
sunrise, when you see a beautiful sunset, 
or even when you see a sunny picture like 
this, remember Psalm 113 and PRAISE 

THE LORD!

God told Malachi that the people weren’t worshiping Him with the 
right attitude. Remembering who God is can help us worship Him with 
the right attitude. Use the code to discover some reasons we have for 

worshiping God. If you have extra time, look up each Bible reference to see where the  
Bible records each of these truths about God.

HE IS __ __    __ __    __ __    __ __    __ __    __ __   . (REVELATION 4:11)
 4 12 9 7 19 2

GOD IS  __ __    __ __    __ __    __ __  . (1 JOHN 4:16)
 15 12 5 22

GOD IS __ __    __ __    __ __    __ __  . (PSALM 119:68)
 20 12 12 23

HE SENT __ __    __ __    __ __    __ __    __ __  TO RESCUE US FROM OUR SIN. (JOHN 3:16)
 17 22 8 6 8

GOD IS OUR __ __    __ __    __ __    __ __    __ __    __ __   . (PSALM 46:1)
 9 22 21 6 20 22

WHAT ARE OTHER REASONS TO WORSHIP GOD?

A=26, B=25, C=24, D=23, E=22,
F=21, G=20, H=19, I=18, J=17,
K=16, L=15, M=14, N=13, O=12,
P=11, Q=10, R=9, S=8, T=7, U=6,
V=5, W=4, X=3, Y=2, Z=1
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WE SHOULD WORSHIP GOD WITH RESPECT AND HONOR.

WHAT IS
WORSHIP?

PROPHET REVIEW
READ EACH OF THE TEXT TRUTH STATEMENTS FROM THE LAST 5 WEEKS. 

MATCH EACH TEXT TRUTH WITH THE BOOK OF THE BIBLE THAT TAUGHT THAT BIBLE TRUTH.

WHEN LIFE DOES NOT 
MAKE SENSE, WE CAN 

STILL TRUST GOD.

GOD CANNOT IGNORE 
OUR SIN, BUT HE WILL 
FORGIVE US WHEN WE 

REPENT.

GOD PROMISED A 
KING WHO WOULD 
SAVE HIS PEOPLE.

WE SHOULD WORSHIP 
GOD WITH RESPECT 

AND HONOR.
MALACHI

ZEPHANIAH

ZECHARIAH

HABAKKUK

HAGGAI

THE SUN IS ACTUALLY A STAR

THE SUN HAS A STRONG GRAVITATIONAL PULL

GOD SAID, “A DAY IS COMING WHEN 
THOSE WHO FEAR MY NAME WILL SEE 
RIGHTEOUSNESS RISE LIKE THE SUN 
WITH HEALING FOR MY PEOPLE.”

THE SUN IS MADE OF BURNING GASSES

THE SUN IS ABOUT 10,000 DEGREES FAHRENHEIT

THE SUN IS THE LARGEST THING 
IN OUR SOLAR SYSTEM

THE SUN’S GRAVITATIONAL PULL KEEPS 

ALL OF THE PLANETS AND MOONS IN LINE

IT TAKES 8 MINUTES FOR THE SUN’S LIGHT TO REACH THE EARTH

WITHOUT THE SUN, EARTH WOULD FREEZE AND NOTHING WOULD BE 
ABLE TO LIVE ON OUR PLANET

GOD SHOULD BE MOST 
IMPORTANT IN OUR LIVES.

TO WORSHIP GOD MEANS TO 
LOVE, HONOR, RESPECT, AND 
OBEY HIM. MALACHI REMINDED 
THE PEOPLE TO BE FAITHFUL 
TO GOD AND TO WORSHIP HIM 
WITH THE RIGHT ATTITUDE. 

ALL ABOUT THE SUN
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