
FOR THE 
LEADER

A L!""!# $#%& J%'(
1 John

!e apostle John, one of Jesus’ disciples, wrote this letter. John lived in Ephesus where he 
continued to minister to the churches in the area. !is letter was probably written late in 
John’s life because it is evident in reading the book that there were an abundance of false 
teachers infiltrating the church. Over time, these false teachers began teaching that either 
Jesus did not physically live on earth, or Jesus, the man who did live on earth, was not 
divine. Much of John’s encouragement to the church found in the three letters he wrote 
concern this false teaching and John’s desire to make sure the believers truly understood 
the reality of Jesus Christ.   

It appears that the members of the Ephesian church were confused by the false 
teachers. !e believers did not know who they should believe and trust. John o"ered the 
churches simple tests to help them understand the truth of Christ and know for sure that 
believers were filled with the Holy Spirit. John redirected the churches to remember the 
simple truth of the gospel that they knew in the beginning: God had not changed and the 
sacrifice of Jesus that they believed in at first was still true for them now. Believers knew 
that God is light and that in Him there was no darkness. To test the veracity of a teacher’s 
claims, one needed only to identify if the teaching led to the light. Teaching that did not 
show God as light was false teaching.

John’s second purpose for writing this letter was to identify the love of God that should 
drive all believers to live like Jesus. God is love! God showed His love to people when He 
sent Jesus to earth. Jesus showed His love for people when He died on the cross to pay 
for sins, making it possible for people to be reconciled with God. John helped the people 
refocus on the love of God. !e love of God should lead believers to likewise show love 
to others. !e truth of Jesus’ sacrifice for all people should drive the way believers show 
others the love of Christ. Because God loves us, we should love others. 
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BIBLE STORY

EXPLORE THE  
BIBLE AT HOME
See the Printables for 
additional family resources.

A LETTER FROM JOHN
1 John

John was one of Jesus’ disciples. He is called the beloved disciple. John 
told people about Jesus. He helped start churches and he wrote letters to 
encourage people. John wrote one letter to the early church to help them 
understand sin and God’s love and forgiveness for those who repent of their 
sin. 

“God is light. !ere is no darkness in him. If we confess our sin, He is 
faithful and righteous to forgive us our sin and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. Jesus turned away God’s anger for our sin when He died 
on the cross. 

“We know love because Jesus gave His life for us. If we have plenty and see 
someone in need and do not help them, we are not showing God’s love is in 
us. We should love not only through our words but also through our actions. 

“We should love each other. Love is from God. God is love. God showed His 
love to us when He sent His one and only Son into the world so that we 
could have life through Jesus. Love is this: not that we loved God, but that 
God loved us and sent His Son to rescue us from our sin. 

“Because God loved us in this great way, we must love each other. We love 
because God loved us first. How do we know who is a child of God? A child 
of God loves God and obeys His commands.” 

KEY POINTS   
• God is love.
• We can love one another.
• We should confess our sin.
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BIBLE STUDY

TOOLS:
• Jump In: “1 John” (Books of 

the Bible Posters), “Scribe’s 
Tools” (Printables), Bible 
Timeline for Kids

• Examine the Text: Bibles, 
“Text Truth Strips” and 
“Christ in Context: 1 John” 
(Poster Pack), Optional: 
“The Gospel” (Printables)

• Play the Video: Explore the 
Bible on Location video

• Memory Verse: “1 John 4:9” 
(Poster Pack), copy paper, 
paint, craft feathers, cheap 
plates

• Prayer: Family Cards

BIBLE STUDY (35 MINUTES)

JUMP IN 
• Begin: “Welcome back to another week of Explore the Bible. We have 

been learning a lot. We’ve studied several books so far. Who can 
remember a book of the Bible that we have studied?” (Ezra, Nehemiah, 
Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi))

• Continue: “Great job! Who remembers which testament those books can 
be found in? !at’s right, they were all in the Old Testament. Today, we 
are going to learn from 1 John. !is book is found in the New Testament. 
Our ‘1 John’ poster tells us this book is a letter written by John to 
Christians in Asia.” 

• Display the timeline and help kids note the Bible book studied last week 
(Malachi) and today’s Bible book (1 John).

• Display the “Scribe’s Tools” image. Invite kids to share what they see.
• Continue: “Our object is a picture of a scribe’s reed and ink. It is possible 

that John used something like this to write his letter to the people. John 
wanted to encourage believers to live out a true faith in relationship 
with Jesus. Our object is a great reminder that God showed us His love 
when He sent Jesus to pay for our sin. God is love and He wants us to 
love one another. Let’s learn more!”

EXAMINE THE TEXT
• Display the “Christ in Context: 1 John” poster and read for kids how the 

Book of 1 John teaches us about Jesus.
• Say: “John wrote this letter to remind and encourage Christians that 

Jesus was all human and all God. God loved us so much that He sent us 
Jesus. Who would like to read some verses?”

• Allow some volunteers to read 1 John 1:1-4; 2:1,14-15.
• Continue: “John reminded the Christians that he heard, saw, and 

touched Jesus. We can’t see Jesus with our eyes, but we can see God 
working in our lives every day. We can be reminded that Jesus has life 
that continues forever. God is love. With Jesus, God can help us to be 
strong because He is always with us.”

• Tell the remainder of the story in your own words, using the Bible story 
page as a guide.

• Display the “Text Truth Strip.”
• Conclude: “God showed us His love when He sent Jesus to pay for 

our sin. We all sin and because of that sin we are separated from God. 
When we repent of our sins and trust Jesus as our Lord and Savior, the 
Holy Spirit will help us resist sin.”

• Consider sharing the gospel with your group. “!e Gospel” poster is 
available for you to use if needed.
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BIBLE STUDY

PLAY THE VIDEO
• Play the Session 10 video.
• Ask: “What location did Joel visit today? Who did he meet there? Where 

did Isaac go on his trip? Why did he go? How can we tell other people 
about the love of Jesus?”

MEMORY VERSE
• Display the “1 John 4:9” poster on a focal wall. 
• Say the verse in short segments and ask your kids to repeat after you. 
• Give each child a piece of copy paper and a feather. Allow children to dip 

the feather tip in a small amount of paint and to copy the verse onto the 
paper. 

• Optional: Print the Memory Verse on a piece of paper and make copies 
for the group. Allow kids to use the feather quill to trace the letters.

PRAYER
• Distribute a Family Card to each kid.
• Say: “God is love. God showed us His love when He sent Jesus to pay 

for our sin. We all sin, but Jesus will forgive all our sins if we repent. 
We can repent of our sins and trust Jesus as our Lord and Savior. John 
reminded the Christians of this truth. God wants us to tell others about 
God’s amazing love, too! Let’s all share God’s love with the people we are 
around this week.

• Pray.
• Dismiss to Small Group. 
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SMALL GROUP

SHARE THE LOVE
Tools: red ball or bean bag, 2 buckets, painter’s tape, “Text Truth Strips” and “1 John 4:9” (Poster Pack)

 � Place the “Text Truth Strip” and “1 John 4:9” on a focal wall. Place painter’s tape on the floor for a starting 

point. Place the buckets 5 to 10 feet away from the painter’s tape. Assign one bucket as the “Text Truth” and 

the other as the “Memory Verse.” 

• Ask the kids to form a single line. Invite girls and boys to take turns tossing the ball in either bucket. Help the 

child say the “Text Truth” or “Memory Verse” depending on which bucket the ball lands in. Encourage kids to 

use the posters for help, if needed.

• Say: “John wrote this letter to encourage the believers to have a true relationship with Jesus. God showed 

His love when He sent Jesus to pay for our sin. We all sin and we all can be saved from our sins because of 

Jesus.” 

TOOLS:
• Explorer Guides: Bibles, 

Explorer Guides, pens

SMALL GROUP (30 MINUTES)

EXPLORER GUIDES
• Distribute today’s Explorer Guides and lead girls and boys to find today’s 

pages.
• Help kids think about John’s message in “Love, Love, Love.” 
• Select a volunteer to read aloud “An Inky History.”
• Guide kids to choose a friend and talk about the situations in “Showing 

Love.”
• Read to boys and girls “Radical Repellents.”
• Review today’s object, “Scribe’s Reeds and Inks.” 

TECH CONNECT (OPTIONAL)
• Prior to Small Group, download the LifeWay Kids app. Use the activity 

labeled “Explorer Plus” in the Explore the Bible: Kids section of the app.

ACTIVITIES
• Select one or more of the activities to complete as time allows. 

MOVE
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SCRIBE’S 
REEDS 

AND 
INKS

A LETTER 
FROM JOHN
GOD SHOWED US HIS LOVE WHEN HE SENT JESUS TO PAY FOR OUR SIN.

LOVE, 
LOVE, 
LOVE

Before computers and 
smartphones and even before pencils 
and pens, people used 
REEDS AND INK to write letters.
 
To make a reed pen, a scribe would cut a 

straw of reed or bamboo. Then, he would soak 
one end of the straw in water to keep it from 
splintering. After the reed soaked, the scribe 
would cut the end into a nib, square edge, 
or point for writing.
 
Reed pens were used with ink or as tools for 
carving letters into clay. JOHN MAY HAVE 
USED REEDS LIKE THESE TO WRITE 
HIS EPISTLES TO THE 
EARLY CHURCH.

SHOWING LOVE
EXAMINE EACH PICTURE AND TELL A 

FRIEND HOW YOU COULD SHOW SOMEONE 
GOD’S LOVE IN EACH SITUATION.

COLOR EACH HEART AND 
THINK ABOUT WHAT JOHN SAID 

 ABOUT LOVE IN TODAY’S BIBLE STORY. 
HOW DID GOD SHOW US HIS LOVE?
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GOD SHOWED US HIS LOVE WHEN HE SENT JESUS TO PAY FOR OUR SIN.

RADICAL
REPELLANTS

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
1 JOHN

MEMORY VERSE: 
1 JOHN 4:9

AN INKY HISTORY
In ancient China, ink was made from plant, animal, and mineral 
materials. The best ancient Chinese ink was made from old pine trees.
 
Around the 4th century BC, people in India made ink from tar, pitch, 
and burnt bones.
 
In New Testament times, the Greeks and Romans made ink from plant 
and mineral materials and also from a mixture of soot, glue, and water.
 
WHAT WOULD YOU USE TO CREATE YOUR OWN INK?

CITRONELLA REPELS
MOSQUITOS

CEDAR 
REPELS 
INSECTS FROM YOUR HOME

OWL STATUES 
SCARE AWAY MICEWATERPROOFING 

MATERIAL REPELS WATER
STAIN REPELLENT KEEPS 
CLOTHES FROM STAINING

BUT WHAT REPELS FEAR 
AND KEEPS IT AWAY? 

THE BOOK OF 1 JOHN TEACHES US THAT 
GOD’S PERFECT LOVE DRIVES OUT FEAR.
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